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(1) Evaluating Internet Resources: Most of what is posted on the Internet has never 
been subjected to the rigors of peer review common with many traditional publications. 
Students must learn to evaluate the reliability of information of the websites they visit.  
 

• Select two websites that provide information about a topic related to your 
curriculum. Cite the URLs and names of both sites and explain which is more 
reliable using evaluation criteria. 

 
The California Music Content Standards: 
 
These are available directly from the California Department of Education, this is a direct 
resource from the government website where you know that the standards should be 
intact without any commercial manipulation.  See below: 
 

 
 
You can also get the California Music Content Standards from other websites, but they 
are not always a direct download from the CA Dept. of Educ.  They have sometimes been 
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manipulated to sell a product that can ‘help’ you teach the standards.  This is not 
necessarily a bad thing, but you should always keep in mind that a website with ‘.com’ at 
the end, it is a commercial site and they are usually trying to sell a product. 
 

 
 
(2) Research with Electronic References: Since we live in the Information Age, it is 
particularly important that teachers are able to access and evaluate information to prepare 
accurate, up-to-date lessons, and to teach their students the principles of electronic 
research. In this activity you will examine a variety of electronic references in your quest 
to acquire information for lessons or other professional activities. 
 

• Identify two topics to research using electronic references (broadcast news, 
almanacs, quotations, etc.). Research the first topic using at least one resource 
from each of five categories of electronic resources. Repeat the process with the 
second topic, using references from five additional categories. Include the URL, 
name of the resource, key information acquired, and a screen capture from each 
resource. (See examples of research ideas). 

• Identify the special features (e.g. hypertext linking of terms, Boolean search 
capabilities, archival search, knowledge tree, downloadable movies, online audio 
transcripts, animations, translations, reference lists, printer-friendly output, 
multimedia links, PDA or bookreader download, visible directory structure, etc.) 
of each of the reference tools you have used.  

• List criteria for determining the authenticity of information on a website. 
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• Compare and contrast electronic references with their traditional paper 
counterparts. Discuss at least ten tasks or features that are possible with electronic 
resources that are not possible with traditional paper resources.  

• Develop a lesson plan that incorporates electronic references. Your lesson plan 
should require students to use two or more electronic references to address a 
specific curricular objective. 

 
Topic #1 – The Violin 

Resource #1 – ThinkQuest Online Library 

 
This has a lot of very cool features, such as computer animation of the construction of a 
violin, lots of audio & video of violin players, etc.  This is an organization website, not a 
commercial one, so it’s sources and content may be a bit more reliable that a commercial 
website. 
 
 Resource #2 – InfoPlease Almanac 
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The Infoplease site has lots of search capabilities with references, links, etc.  This is a 
commercial site, however, so its references and links may be for items that they are trying 
to sell or they were paid to include, so the information should be verified before use. 
 Resource #3 - Miriam Webster Dictionary – 
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This site offers links for other references, as well as audio pronunciations of the words 
you are looking up.  While it is a commercial website, it is of a very reliable company, so 
it may not need as much scrutiny as some other commercial websites, due to its 
reputation. 
 
 
 Resource #4 – LA Times Newspaper 
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This newspaper source has a lot of archival search capabilities for more current news on a 
topic, as well as links to other sources.  Since it is a newspaper, and the reporters should 
check facts on their articles, then the information should be pretty reliable for use in a 
research paper or project. 
 
 
Resource #5 – Univ. Penn. Online Books Library 
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This is a library source that offers digital copies of books for reference.  They have a lot 
of different search options, as well as links for additional resources for students to choose 
form.  Since it’s a university library website with actual books for download, then it 
should be a very reliable source for information and research. 
 
Topic #2 – The Guitar 
 Resource #1 – NPR Online 
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The NPR website is a worldwide radio station website that has numerous tools to use for 
research.  They have a number of different search options available, along with additional 
links.  They have audio and video sources, current, as well as archived news reports.  
They are a news organization with a very good reputation, so the sources should be quite 
reliable. 
 
 Resource #2 – Time Magazine 

8 



Name:   Galene Martinez                                                                                                           
CSUN SED 514 Fall 2008  

 
The Time Magazine site has a number of search capabilities, with both current and 
archived articles.  It is, however, a commercial publication, and I did find that many of 
the links on their site took you to stores, rather than to resources.  I did find that it still 
have good information in their articles.  You must beware of the links that they probably 
got money to include on their site. 
 
 Resource #3 – Library of Congress 
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The Library of Congress is a government site with a very high reputation of reliability.  
They have many different types of resources, as they are known for housing just about 
every printed or recorded product ever released in the United States.  They have many 
different search capabilities, and what seems like unlimited resources to choose from. 
 
 
 Resource #4 – Encarta 
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Microsoft’s Encarta online encyclopedia is a very good online encyclopedia, with 
computer animations, audio, video, etc.  It has a wide variety of mediums as resources, 
but it is still a commercial website, so I did find a lot of advertisements and links to 
stores, etc.  While there are a lot of great resources, you must be aware that it is still a 
commercial site. 
 
 Resource #5 - Bartleby 

11 



Name:   Galene Martinez                                                                                                           
CSUN SED 514 Fall 2008  

 
Bartleby is a great site for getting quotes on a topic that you may be researching.  They 
also include the source for the quote, so that you can use it in a paper or project.  It is a 
commercial site, so it may likely include information that they were paid to include by 
another company.  The information should be verified before using in a project or paper. 
 
Compare & Contrast of electronic vs. paper references – Traditional paper references 
may be a good way to begin research on a paper or project, as they are usually very 
reliable, but with what seems like limitless amounts of resources available electronically, 
which can include many more photos, animations, graphics, audio, video.  Using 
electronic resources can greatly improve what a student learns from a researching a paper 
or project, as they can not only read about something, but also hear it, and see it in a 
variety of settings.  Not just on a page in a book, but in action via video on the internet.  I 
believe that if used properly, electronic research may become the only way we research 
in the very near future. 
 
My Lesson for my Instruments Classes – Every student is introduced to the four families 
of music instruments at the beginning of the school year.  After getting to see and hear 
the instruments, both in person, as well as with videos. They are then asked to pick the 
instrument that they would like to learn how to play for the school year.  They will then 
research this instrument, including its history, development, construction, current use, 
and employment opportunities.  They will include how to play the instrument, how to 
clean and take proper care of it, and practice tips for it.  They will do this by using an 
online encyclopedia such as Wikipedia or Encarta to get their information on history and 
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development, as well as construction.  They will also use an online news resource such as 
a magazine, newspaper, radio station website to get information on current uses and 
employment opportunities for players of their instrument.  They will then use a site, such 
as YouTube to download videos on how to play, practice, clean, and take proper care of 
their instrument.  This will be a guide to choosing that particular instrument, and that way 
they will know what they will need to do in order to be successful on their instrument for 
the two semesters of Instruments class. 
 
 
(3) Educational Research: Teachers should be familiar with research related to the 
teaching of their discipline. The Educational Research Database (ERIC) provides access 
to abstracts from numerous educational publications, and is the best place to start when 
conducting educational research. 
 

• Find two or more abstracts of recent, relevant articles related to the use of 
technology in the teaching of your subject. Summarize implications for the 
teaching of your subject. Cite the articles using APA format., and include the text 
of the abstracts. 

 
 
Wright, Ruth (9/2008).  Kicking the Habitus:  Power, Culture and Pedagogy in the 
Secondary School Music Curriculum.  Music Education Research, vol. 10 #3, pp. 389-
402. 
 
Abstract:  Within a theoretical framework drawn from sociologists of education Bourdieu and Bernstein, this paper will 
examine some of the findings of an ethnographic case study conducted with a secondary school music teacher and one 
class of her pupils in Wales. This teacher attracted 25% of Year 10 (14-year-old) pupils to study music as an optional 
subject against a national background of 8% average. The study attempted to examine the lived experiences of the 
participants in music at home and school. Teacher and pupils had much to say about music teaching and learning in the 
classroom and beyond. Much of the success of this particular music curriculum model appeared to stem from the 
teacher's ability to empathize with her pupils' musical interests and recontextualize the National Curriculum for music to 
reflect these. Pupil voice was instrumental in curriculum design and delivery and the teacher showed the empathy 
required to "kick" her Western Art Music-informed habitus to enable her to enter her pupils' musical worlds. There were 
however points of tension between teacher and pupil evaluations of the curriculum reflecting differences of habitus and 
unequal distribution of power: the ultimate power over curriculum and pedagogy rested firmly with the teacher. 
Furthermore, in order to work with her pupils in the time allowed the teacher had to make compromises as to the 
instruments she could allow the majority of her pupils to play. For many of her pupils, this did not appear to present a 
problem but for a significant number it alienated them from their music education. "Informal" pedagogy might offer a 
solution to these problems by locating the production and development of musical knowledge with the pupils themselves-
-for the pupils at the research school this would mean, among other things, allowing groups of pupils opportunities to 
choose their own curriculum material, providing opportunities for pupils to work in groups sharing knowledge of "real" 
instruments and techniques and a substantial alteration of the balance of power in lessons, allowing pupils increased 
control over the pace and sequence of their learning. If such pedagogy is to become more widespread, there are big 
questions to be asked about the type of person suited to becoming a music teacher and the sort of music education and 
initial teacher education and training they require. How we as a profession respond to the challenges ahead may well be 
crucial to the future survival of music in schools. (Contains 1 table and 2 notes.) 
 

Implications to my teaching is that it seems that it may be beneficial for us to make sure 
that we make real-life connections to our students and the culture that they grow up in, in 
order for them to fully appreciate what we are trying to teach them.  Without something 
for them to relate to, they may not really be open to learning the subject at hand. 
 
Locke, Kristen A. (1/2008).  Music Education and Ethical Judgment in the Postmodern 
Condition.  Action, Criticism, and Theory for Music Education, vol. 7 #1, pp. 74-87. 
 

13 



Name:   Galene Martinez                                                                                                           
CSUN SED 514 Fall 2008  

Abstract:  In his book "Democracy and Music Education: Liberalism, Ethics, and the Politics of Practice," Paul 
Woodford issues an invitation for shared dialogue and debate regarding the state of music education in developed 
countries. Through an appropriation of John Dewey's thoughts regarding a democratic society, Woodford sees great hope 
for the position and function of a democratic type of music education, with wider implications for a more democratic 
society. This essay explores what democracy in music education means for Woodford via Dewey, and the extent to which 
music education is democratic in contemporary societies. The author seeks to bring clarity to the question of "complexity, 
diversity and confusion" in the postmodern world as advanced by Woodford. She builds her discussion around the notions 
of the "postmodern condition," "performativity," and "ethical judgment" drawing on the work of the French theorist J. F. 
Lyotard. As the crisis of grand narratives extends to the postmodern condition of music education, she argues that 
narratives such as the maintenance of "serious music" as the legitimate field in music education are in crisis mode--they 
can no longer sustain the "absolute certainty" on which they were promulgated. She also asserts that a more insidious 
grand narrative--performativity--draws together notions of efficiency, reason and instrumentality and helps explain the 
predominance of technical rationalism in contemporary education. Since music is both open-ended and indeterminate, the 
author suggests, music teaching methods and approaches need to be ethically indeterminate in as much as they are 
critically responsive to changing musical/political circumstances and actions. 
 

Implications for teaching music right now are that we need to make sure that we are not 
making judgments about music in our culture today.  We have had a history of 
discrimination when it comes to various types or genres of music, and in order for music 
education to be fully successful in today’s culture, we need to make sure that we do not 
belittle a one particular genre of music when we are teaching students in our classes. 
 
 
(4) Online Academic Journals: A growing number of academic journals are available 
online, some of which are free, and others of which require a subscription. 
 

• Find an electronic journal related to your subject and include a screen capture of a 
relevant article. Briefly summarize the article.  

 
 

• Administrators should be familiar with the legal code as it pertains to education. 
Research a legal case relevant to education in secondary schools and include a 
screen capture from this case. Briefly summarize the case. *PTP-tip The PTP 
requires that "Candidates for a Teaching Credential understand and honor legal 
and professional obligations to protect the privacy, health, and safety of students, 
families, and other school professionals. They are aware of and act in accordance 
with ethical considerations and they model ethical behaviors for students. 
Candidates understand and honor all laws relating to professional misconduct and 
moral fitness." You may wish to cite relevant laws or cases as an aspect of an 
artifact for TPE 12. 

 
I found an article that studied 3 young cello students for 5 years on how they learned to 
play the cello.  They were recorded in lessons, classes, and in practice sessions.  Most of 
the sessions dealt with techniques in cello playing, not in the musicality of playing the 
cello.  So, after 5 years, they study found that the students could play the cello, but there 
was no real emotion attachment when performing. 
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Brown vs. the Board of Education is probably one of the most famous cases in education 
history, as it ended segregation in our public schools.  I found a website that had the 
actual court case on their web site, see below: 
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(5) Locating multimedia teaching resources: At many libraries, teachers can obtain 
cards which give them special privileges as educators, including the ability to check our 
more resources and keep them longer. Teachers can check out books, CDs, DVDs and 
videos.  
 

• Find a video related to the teaching of your course in the Los Angeles Public 
Library System (or other public library system), CSUN main library, or the CSUN 
Teacher Curriculum Center. Describe the video resource and its call number, and 
if possible, find a teacher study guide for the video by performing an Internet 
search. 

 
I found a video on Art & Music in the Renaissance period from the Los Angeles Public 
Library system.  It is an e-Video that can be downloaded from the internet which is a very 
cool way to ‘check out’ a video from the library.  I also saw that it is available on DVD if 
you want to check out an actual copy of the video. 
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Evidently the DVD comes with an instructional guide, although there is a companion 
CD-ROM available from the company that produced the DVD, see below: 
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